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CHAP. ;VIH.

In what the vicious or intemperate and the incontinent differ
from, and in what they resemble, eqch other.

1.  THE intemperate man, as has been said^ is not in the
habit of repenting 5 for he adheres to his deliberate choices
but the incontinent man, under every form of incontinence,
Is in the habit of repenting.   Wherefore the fact is not ac-
cording to the difficulty stated above11: but the former is
Incurable, and the latter curable: for depravity resembles
dropsy and consumption in diseases, and incontinence re-
sembles epilepsy i for the former is a constant, the latter not
a constant failing.   And on the whole the genus of incon-
tinence and vice is different $ for vice acts imperceptibly,!
but incontinence does not act imperceptibly.

2.   But of these themselves, those that are forsed from
their opinion, are better than those who have teason, but
do not adhere to it; for these last are overpowered. by a
weaker passion, and are not without permeditation, as the
others are: for the incontinent resembles those who are in-
toxicated quickly, and with a little ^ine, and less than the
generality.

3.  Consequently that incontinence is not vice, is evident;
but perhaps it is to a certain degree : for the one is contrary^
the other according to deliberate choice.   Not but that they
are similar in their effects: like the saying of I)emodocus
about the Milesians; for the Milesians are not fools, but
they do such things as fools would : and the incontinent are
not unjust, but they act unjustly.    But since the character
of the one is such,, that he follows those bodily pleasures,
which are in excess and contrary to right reason, not from
being persuaded that he should do so 5 but the other is per-
suaded to it, because his character is such, as inclines him to
pursue them 5 for this reason the former is easily persuaded

tj but the latter is not.   For as to virtue and depravity^

\ At the end of the fourth section of the second chapter*
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